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CHAPTEE   XI.
THE   CITY   OF  MUTTRA.
MUTTBA, though' little known beyond the confines of
India, is a place of much celebrity within them. It is to
the Hindoo what Mecca is to the Mohammedans, what
Jerusalem was to the Christians of the Middle Ages. It
is the birthplace of their religion, the spot with which
most of their sacred legends are connected. The original
city stood about two miles to the west of the present one.
It was abandoned some time in our seventeenth century
in consequence of the river Jumna changing its course.
The inhabitants had to follow the river, for they depended
on the pilgrims for their support, and what brought the
pilgrims was the bathing in the sacred stream. On its
banks the present city arose.
The present city is chiefly modern, most of the best
buildings have been erected since the commencement of
our rule. Seen from the river it is very picturesque : a
succession of fine houses that rise like castles, bathing
places, and little temples to whose fairy-like lightness no
words can do justice. From the land side its appearance
is less pleasing; at a distance it resembles very much a
gigantic ants' nest, for the outer houses are dingy in
colour and closely huddled together, nor on a nearer
approach is the prospect more agreeable. Before the
city lies a bare'tract of uneven ground, over it wander